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2 Introduction

ably to Rabbi Jacob ben Nissim, head of the Jewish community of Kirwan in Africa.?
The relevant part of the reply is as follows:*

And regarding what you have asked about the Targum of Palestine (Targum Yerushalmi): by
whom was it composed, and the explanations that exist in it on matters of halakoth
[%atawt, lit: “small items”] and haggadoth, why are these added 10 it?

We do not know who composed the Targum of Palestine (Targum Yerushalmi); in fact we
do not even know the Targum itself and we have heard speak of it but little. But if they [i.c.,
the communities of Palestinian origin] possess a tradition that it was recited in the congre-
gation from the days of the former sages such as R. Ammi and R. Asa and R. El'ai and R.
Abba and R. Hananiah, the later (sages) who lived in the days of R. Asa, it is 10 be consid-
ered just as our Targum [i.c., Onqelos], as otherwise it would not have been recited before
these princes (lit.: “columns of the world"]. ...

These Geonim were writing from Babylon, the latter to a community believing that
the Targum Yerushalmi was that used in Palestine in the fourth century by the well-
known named rabbis. References to this Palestinian Targum become more frequent in
writings of Western Jewry from about 1100 onward. It is referred to by Rabbi Juda ben
Barzillai* (of Barcelona) about 1100 under the name “Targum of Palestine™ (Targum
shel Erez Israel), in numerous citations in the Aruk of Rabbi Nathan ben Yehiel of
Rome (died 1106) under the title Targum Yerushalmi,* and likewise in citations from
then on until the noted Targumic dictionary, the Merurgeman of Elias Levita® in the
mid-sixteenth century (in 1541),

The advent of printing brought early editions of Targumic material. In 1517 Felix
Pratensis, a Jewish convert to Christianity, published a manuscript with portions of
Targum Yerushalmi, a second edition of which was printed in 1527. This continued to
be reproduced in later editions of the rabbinic Bibles, and is that now known as the
Fragment Targum. Mention is made in the works of the fourteenth-century Italian
kabalistic writer Menahem Recanati of a paraphrase (Targum) of the Pentateuch by
Jonathan ben Uzziel, the reputed author of the Targum of the Prophets. It was appar-
ently little known. Writing about 1540, Elias Levita says that he had heard of this work
but had never seen it.” Writing shortly after Elias, the Italian writer Asaria de Rossi
(1573-75) says that he had seen two identical copies of this paraphrase of the Penta-
teuch, both beginning with the words min ‘awla bera’ i, and one bearing the title “The
Targum of Jonathan ben Uzziel.™ It is now recognized that this title, with its reference

“In Harkavy's collection of Gaonic responses, Teshubot ha-Geonim, 1241;; Berliner, op. cit., S7L; see also M.
McNamara, 19664, STL.
"Hebrew text in Berliner, 0p. cit., 173-175. Berliner takes qtmet as “halakoth™; M. Ginsburger (REJ 42 (1901]
E.

*Anuk citations In Aruch Completum, cd. A. Kohut (Vienna, 1878f); with Additamenta, ed. Krauss (Vienna,
1937). Kohut worked with inferior MSS; see below, p. 11, and . 49
“On the Meturgeman, see below, p. 12, and n. 55.
‘Meturgeman, ed. Isay (1541); sce below p. 12.
“In Me'or ‘enaim, ed. Vilna, 127.
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Therefore, humans were
created singly, to teach you
that whoever destroys a
single soul [of Israel],
Scripture accounts it as if he
had destroyed a full world,;
and whoever saves one soul
of Israel, Scripture accounts
it as if she had saved a full

.world
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